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MINUTES 
 

GARDEN GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
 

Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, August 22, 2023 
 

Community Meeting Center 
11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA  92840 

  
 
CONVENE STUDY SESSION 
 
At 5:36 p.m., Mayor Jones convened the study session in the “B” room. 
 
ROLL CALL PRESENT: (5) Council Members DoVinh, Klopfenstein, 

Nguyen, Mayor Pro Tem Brietigam, Mayor 
Jones  
 

 ABSENT: (2) Council Members O’Neill, Council Member 
Tran 

 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE STUDY SESSION 
 
Speakers:  None. 
 
WATER RATE UPDATE (F: 112.1) 
 
Following an introduction by Sam Kim, Public Works Water Manager, Art Griffith 
with FG Solutions, LLC provided a PowerPoint presentation that discussed the 
following:   
 

 Updated Water Demand Data 
o Period: July 2022 – June 2023 
o 2023 water demands are less than 2022 water demands due to wet 

weather since July 2022 
o Fiscal Year 22/23 metered consumption approximately 10% less than 

previous years 
 Revised Projected Revenue Increases 

o The chance that El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Climate Patter 
will continue through the winter is greater than 95% (Source: 
NOAA.gov, August 2023) 

o Impacts of recent wet weather  
 Reduced water demand 
 Lower revenues 
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 Lower expenses 
o Revenues decrease more than expenses decrease 

 Future Per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) expenses 
remain unchanged 

o Revised revenue projection has higher revenue increase because of 
lower water demand projections 

 Annual 6.4% revenue increases vs 4.7% projected revenue 
increases presented in the July study session 

 Pass-Through Adjustments calculated annually and are 
unchanged from July 

 Proposed Water Rate Schedule 
o Bi-Monthly bill for residential customers consists of Commodity 

Delivery Charge, Capital Improvement Charge, Bi-monthly Minimum 
Charge 

o Fire Service rates are applicable to private fire service connections 
o Tier 1 – Water source: local groundwater 

 Rate based on cost of local groundwater production 
 CCF included in Tier 1 is based on average water use 

o Tier 2 – Water source: local groundwater (43%) and imported water 
(57%) 
 Rate based on cost of imported water and local cost of 

groundwater, as well as cost of conservation programs which 
includes the City’s cost to comply with State Water Use 
Objectives legislation 

 Commodity Delivery Charges  
 Tier 1 increases as PFAS O&M cost increases the cost to 

produce local groundwater 
 Tier 2 increases with the costs of Water Use Objectives 

and PFAS O&M 
 Discount Programs 

o CARE Senior Discount 
 Eligibility: Enrolled in Southern California Edision’s CARE 

program; must live at billing address; water bill must in 
resident’s name; resident must be 65 years of age or older 

 Amount of $10 discount per billing period 
 Staff recommends keeping the program with no changes 

o Low Water User Discount 
 Eligibility: Any customer using less than 6 ccf in a bi-monthly 

billing period 
 Amount discounted: Commodity Delivery Charge for that bi-

monthly billing period 
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 Staff recommends discontinuing program to ensure water rates 
are equitable among all ratepayers 

 Public Outreach Plan 
o Community Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 27, 2023 

 Location: Community Meeting Center – Room A, 6:00 p.m. - 
8:00 p.m. 

 Booths for key-topics: water distribution, PFAS, water 
conservation, water bill calculator, capital improvement displays 

o Advertising: news release, water bill notice, website notice 
o Educate Community Groups 

 Proposed Schedule 
o Final proposed Rate Schedule Study Session: August 2023 
o Public outreach: September 27, 2023 
o Proposition 218 notification, if approved: October 10, 2023 
o Draft Report available: October 18, 2023 
o Final Report available for public view: November 1, 2023 
o 1st Ordinance adoption, if approved: November 28, 2023 
o 2nd Ordinance adoption, if approved: December 12, 2023 
o Rate changes to into effect, if any: Mid-January 2024 

 
ADJOURN STUDY SESSION 
 
At 6:01p.m., Mayor Jones adjourned the study session. 
 
CONVENE REGULAR MEETING 
 
At 6:35 p.m., Mayor Jones convened the meeting in the Council Chamber with 
Council Members Brietigam, Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, and Nguyen present.  
 
INVOCATION 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
RECESS 
 
At 6:37 p.m. Mayor Jones recessed the meeting. 
 
RECONVENE  
 
At 6:41 p.m., Mayor Jones reconvened the meeting with Council Members 
Brietigam, Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, and Nguyen present. 
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PRESENTATIONS - UPCOMING RELEASE OF THE CITY'S NEW MOBILE APP AS 
PRESENTED BY INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Following an introduction by Information Technology Director Anand Rao, Cesar 
Gallo, Information Technology Programmer, provided an overview of the new mobile 
app features and updates with anticipated launch date of September 18, 2023.  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Speakers: Fred Smoller, Rubi Garcia, Maureen Blackmun, Nicholas Dibs 
 
RECESS 
 
At 7:13 p.m. Mayor Jones recessed the meeting. 
 
RECONVENE  
 
At 7:18 p.m., Mayor Jones reconvened the meeting with Council Members 
Brietigam, Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, and Nguyen present. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF A WRITTEN REQUEST FROM THE GIAC AN BUDDHIST 
MONASTERY TO HOST A TWO-DAY BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL AT GARDEN 
GROVE PARK  
 
It was moved by Council Member Brietigam, seconded by Council Member Nguyen 
that: 
 
The written request from the Giac An Buddhist Monastary to conduct the two-day 
Buddha's Birthday Festival at Garden Grove Park beginning Saturday, May 4, 2024 
through Sunday, May 5, 2024, be approved; and 
 
The City Manager, or her designee, be authorized to prepare and sign an 
agreement on behalf of the City for use of Garden Grove Park to conduct the two-
day Buddha's Birthday Festival. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 



 
 
  
  
  
  
 -5- 08/22/23 

CONSIDERATION OF A WRITTEN REQUEST FROM LFA TO EXTEND THE OPERATING 
HOURS AND MAKE AN EXEMPTION TO THE CITY'S NOISE ORDINANCE ON NEW 
YEAR'S EVE 2023 (F: ) 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Brietigm that: 

The written request from LFA to extend operating hours and make an exemption to 
the Noise Ordinance from 10:00 p.m. to 12:15 a.m. on December 31, 2023 at the 
Garden Amp, be approved. 

The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
ADOPTION OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING SEPTEMBER AS HUNGER ACTION 
MONTH IN GARDEN GROVE (83.1-2023) 
 
Mayor Jones pulled this matter, moved to adopt the Proclamation, seconded by 
Council Member Brietigam that: 
 
A Proclamation declaring the Month of September as Hunger Action Month in Garden 
Grove, be adopted.  
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
ADOPTION OF A PROCLAMATION COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SISTER CITY ANYANG, KOREA (83.1-2023) 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
A Proclamation commemorating the 50th anniversary of Sister City Anyang, Korea, 
be adopted.  
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The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
ADOPTION OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING SEPTEMBER AS HUNGER ACTION 
MONTH IN GARDEN GROVE (83.1-2023) 
 
This matter was heard earlier in the meeting.  
 
ADOPTION OF A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 19, 2023, AS ARBOR DAY 
IN THE GARDEN GROVE (F: 83.1-2023) 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
A Proclamation recognizing Thursday, October 19, 2023, as Arbor Day in the City of 
Garden Grove, be adopted.  
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A LETTER IN RESPONSE TO THE 
GRAND JURY REPORT, "HISTORIC RAIN, YET DROUGHT REMAINS"  
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
The City’s letter dated August 22, 2023: “Response to the 2022-23 Orange County 
Grand Jury Report re Historic Rain, Yet Drought Remains,” be approved; and  
 
Submittal of this response to the Orange County Grand Jury, be authorized. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
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Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A RESPONSE TO THE GRAND JURY 
REPORT, SCHOOL SHOOTING: "HOW PREPARED ARE ORANGE COUNTY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS?”  
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 

The City’s letter dated July 12, 2023: “Response to the 2022-23 Grand Jury Report, 
School Shooting: How Prepared are Orange County Public Schools?” be approved 
and; 

Submittal of this response to the Orange County Grand Jury, be authorized.  

The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF A PURCHASE ORDER TO NATIONAL AUTO FLEET GROUP 
FOR THREE (3) NEW POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLES 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
The Finance Director be authorized to issue a purchase order in the amount of 
$143,779.53 to National Auto Fleet Group for the purchase of three (3) new Police 
Department vehicles. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 
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AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE ORDERS TO HILCO FASTENER WAREHOUSE 
INC., MCFADDEN-DALE INDUSTRIAL HARDWARE AND LAWSON PRODUCTS FOR 
HARDWARE PARTS FOR CITY VEHICLES 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
The Finance Director be authorized to issue three (3) separate purchase orders 
to Hillco Fastener Warehouse Inc., Lawson Products, and McFadden-Dale industrial 
Hardware respectively, for the purchase of fasteners and hardware parts in an 
aggregated amount not to exceed $150,000 per year for five (5) years. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE ORDERS TO FLEET SERVICES INC., FLEET 
PRIDE AND TRUCK PARTS DEPOT FOR AUTO PARTS FOR CITY VEHICLES 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
The Finance Director be authorized to issue three (3) purchase orders for truck 
parts to Fleet Services, Fleet Pride and Truck Parts Depot in an aggregated amount 
not to exceed $150,000 per year for five (5) years. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH FLOCK SAFETY INC., FOR AN ALPR CAMERA 
SYSTEM (F: 55-Flock Safety Inc.) 
 
It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
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The agreement with Flock Safety, Inc. for the ALPR project, be approved; 
 
The City Manager, or her designee, be authorized to execute the contract on behalf 
of the City and make minor modifications as appropriate thereto; and 
 
The City Manager be authorized to execute future amendments to the agreement, 
including the authorization to enter into the options years, providing sufficient funds 
are available. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

WARRANTS 

It was moved by Council Member Klopfenstein, seconded by Council Member 
Nguyen that: 
 
Demands covered by EFT numbers 00026552 through 00027212, and check 
numbers 00185498 through 00185521 inclusive as listed and have been verified by 
the Finance Division as properly issued and bear all proper signatures, be received 
and filed. 
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE OF A PURCHASE ORDER TO PB LOADER CORPORATION FOR 
ONE (1) NEW TRUCK-MOUNTED BULK WASTE LOADER 
 
Following staff introduction and City Council discussion, it was moved by Council 
Member Nguyen, seconded by Council Member Klopfenstein that: 
 
The Finance Director be authorized to issue a purchase order in the amount of 
$369,610.54 to PB Loader Corporation for the purchase of one (1) new Truck- 
Mounted Bulk Waste Loader for the Trees and Flood Control Maintenance Section. 
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The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

AWARD A CONTRACT TO CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN INC., FOR CITY 
PROJECT NO. S-1311, MAGNOLIA PARK IMPROVEMENTS  

Following staff introduction and City Council discussion, it was moved by Council 
Member DoVinh, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Brietigam that: 

The cancellation of the contract with Jon Gilmer Construction for failure to provide 
the required bonds, be confirmed; 

A contract in the amount of $703,780 be awarded to California Landscape and 
Design Inc., for City Project No. S-1311 Magnolia Park Improvements; and 

The City Manager be authorized to execute the agreement with California 
Landscape and Design Inc. on behalf of the City, and make minor modifications as 
appropriate.  
 
The motion carried by a 6-0-1 vote as follows: 
 

Ayes: (6) Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, Nguyen, Brietigam, 
Jones 

Noes: (0) None 
Absent: (1) O’Neill 

 
STUDY SESSION - UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE CITY'S HOUSING ELEMENT AS 
REQUESTED BY CITY MANAGER KIM 
 
Following an introduction by Community Development Director Niki Wetzel, Chris 
Chung, Senior Planner, provided a PowerPoint presentation update on the status of 
the City’s Housing Element which is available on the City’s website at 
www.ggcity.org/housing-element.  
 
The Housing Element, a State-required chapter of the City’s General Plan, identifies 
programs and policies to further the goal of meeting the housing needs of existing 
and future residents for the production of safe, decent, and affordable housing 
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for all persons in the community.  This plan is required by State Housing Law and 
must be updated every eight years.  Furthermore, the Housing Element must be 
certified by the California Department of Housing and Community Development 
(HCD). The State has previously announced a statewide housing emergency and 
has directed all local jurisdictions to facilitate the development of housing for all 
economic segments of the community. 
 
The four components of the Housing Element are:  

 Constraints to housing development 
 Resources and site inventory 
 Programs 
 Progress of housing production and program goals  

 
The Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) is mandated by State Housing Law 
as part of the periodic process of updating local Housing Elements of General Plans. 
The RHNA quantifies the housing need, for all income levels, within each 
jurisdiction.  The City is currently in the 2021-2029 planning period, also known as 
the 6th cycle RHNA.    
 
HCD determines RHNAs for each region of California and the RHNA for Southern 
California is 1,341,827 housing units. Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) then establishes a methodology that quantifies the RHNA for 
each jurisdiction. Garden Grove’s RHNA allocation for the 2021-2029 planning 
period is 19,168 housing units, representing a 2466% increase compared to the 5th 
RNHA Cycle allocation of 747 housing units. Only four other cities have higher 
RHNAs than Garden Grove and they are Los Angeles, Long Beach, Ontario and 
Irvine.   
 
The methodology used to determine the current 6th cycle RHNA allocation includes 
the methodology used in the 5th RHNA Cycle allocation, “Projected Need”, with a 
new added component of “Existing Need”.  The concept of ”Existing Need” is based 
on the State’s assertion that many cities across California have failed to meet their 
RNHAs and not produced enough housing to meet the needs of their community and 
a region as a whole, therefore the State is requiring all jurisdictions to collectively 
accommodate the shortfalls of all other cities throughout the State. “Existing Need” 
is comprised of three separate factors: High quality public transit; job accessibility; 
and residual need.  Garden Grove intends to meet current RHNA allocation housing 
units with accommodations for Accessory Dwelling units, Senate Bill 9 (SB 9) units, 
and underutilized sites. It should be noted that RHNA is not a construction 
obligation, but rather a goal for accommodating housing need ensuring the City has 
appropriate land use and zoning policies in place that will facilitate the production of 
housing.  
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In 2020, the City officially submitted two (2) appeals to Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) regarding RHNA allocations.  Both appeals were 
subsequently denied by SCAG.  
 
In August of 2020, the City launched a comprehensive public outreach and 
community engagement plan to educate and inform the public on matters related to 
the Housing Element and RHNA.  The City identified key audiences and engagement 
methods to encourage participation from a broad cross-section of the Garden Grove 
community, representative of the City’s diverse cultural groups, income levels, 
ages, and interests, with a particular focus on reaching out to Disadvantaged 
Community (DAC) areas of the city.  The City used a wide variety of public 
engagement tools and methods, which included: 
 

 City Council, stakeholder, and focus group interviews 
 Community forums and workshops 
 Written surveys 
 Online mapping surveys 
 Study sessions, open to the public, with the Planning Commission, City 

Council, and Neighborhood Improvement and Conservation Commission 
 Dedicated Housing Element Update website 
 Social media and Press Releases 
 Housing Element 101 video 
 Email blasts 
 Online and hard copy flyers and Newsletters 

 
HCD Letter of Substantial Compliance - August 14, 2023 
 
Staff has worked closely with HCD staff throughout the process to ensure that the 
Housing Element receives certification. On August 14, 2023, the City received a 
formal response letter from HCD reporting the results of its review of the City's June 
2023 Draft Housing Element submission.  The letter, in part, states that HCD had 
found the City's submitted Draft Housing Element to "substantially comply with 
State Housing Element Law" and that it "meets statutory requirements.” 
 
Senior Planner, Chris Chung, then turned over the presentation to Jose Rodriguez, 
MIG, Inc. to present the following: 
 
Housing Element Section Revisions 

 Community Profile/Housing Needs Assessment 
o Updated Homelessness data 

 Constraints on Housing Development 
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o Identified the Zoning Amendments that were completed in 2022 
o National and Regional Fair Housing Trends 
o Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) Community Outreach 

 Opportunity Access analysis: education; environmental justice; 
transportation; employment/economic  

 Cost Burden analysis (overpayment) 
o Historic Patterns of Segregation in Orange County 
o Government Actions 

 Housing Resources 
o Updated capacity assumption 
o Updated local regional housing trends  
o Regional mixed-use and affordable housing trends (Anaheim and Santa 

Ana) 
o Comprehensive analysis on residential sites located on industrial 

properties 
o Identified criteria to show all lower income site is available for 

redevelopment 
o Housing sites inventory consistency with AFFH 

 Housing Plan 
o New policies to address the AFFH analysis 
o Program revision for housing sites on industrial properties 
o Revisions to Zoning Code Amendment Program 
o AFFH Program revisions and meaningful actions added 
o Revisions to Program 19 to address homeless housing needs 
o New program to address Senate Bill 9 
o Identified special needs accomplishments 

 
At the conclusion of MIG, Inc.’s presentation, Senior Planner Chris Chung provided 
an update on the current status and next steps, announcing that the 3rd submission 
of Garden Grove’s Housing Element was sent to HCD on June 30, 2023. On August 
14, 2023, the City received a formal response letter from HCD reporting the results 
of its review of the City's June 2023 Draft Housing Element submission.  The letter, 
in part, states that HCD had found the City's submitted Draft Housing Element to 
"substantially comply with State Housing Element Law" and that it "meets statutory 
requirements.”  
 
Next steps are to proceed with the Public hearing process that will begin in 
September 2023. The revised Housing Element will be presented and considered by 
the Planning Commission, then by the City Council.  Following City Council approval, 
the City would effectively obtain final HCD certification of the Housing Element.  
 
Council Member Tran thanked staff for their diligent work on the Housing Element. 
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Council Member DoVinh expressed concern with SCAGs methodology in RHNA 
allocations units for Garden Grove.   
 
Council Member Nguyen echoed Council Member DoVinh’s concerns stating that the 
City appealed the RHNA allocation. She highlighted the significant impact of not 
meeting Disadvantaged Communities (DAC) threshold, further clarifying that the 
City did not meet the DAC 50% threshold based on the most recent census data. 
Council Member Nguyen also expressed the importance of advocating for legislative 
changes to how State required housing unit allocation is currently being considered.  
She asked staff to coordinate a meeting with Senator Umberg’s office that would 
provide an opportunity to give an update on Garden Grove’s Housing Element, and 
an opportunity to thoroughly explain Garden Grove’s reason and position for 
appeals.  
 
Council Member Brietigam asked whether Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) count 
towards the RHNA count, to which staff confirmed that both ADUs and JADUs count 
towards RHNA.  
 
Mayor Jones thanked staff for all their hard work and dedication in getting to this 
point.   
 
MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR, CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS, AND CITY MANAGER  
 
Council Member Tran reminded residents that they can report issues using the 
Citizen’s Request feature on the new mobile app.  She also mentioned the issue of 
locked restrooms at Magnolia Park and Garden Grove Park and shared that staff will 
provide more details on current situation.  She congratulated recipients of the Girl 
Award Girl Scout and Eagle Court Awards where she and Mayor Pro Tem Brietigam 
were in attendance. She also thank Council Member Klopfenstein for participating in 
backpack give away at the Boys and Girls Club of Garden Grove. Lastly, she shared 
that she attended a legal aid clinic hosted in Santa Ana and Garden Grove residents 
that were there asked whether the City will be hosting something similar, which is 
now currently being planned by staff.  
 
Council Member DoVinh thanked Mayor Pro Tem Brietigam and Council Member 
Nguyen for their previous work on the Housing Element, but reiterated concern with 
future RHNA allocations. He acknowledged incoming Department Directors, as well as 
retiring employees and is looking forward to formal celebratory receptions.   
 
Council Member Klopfenstein thanked Council Member Tran for inviting her to 
participate in the backpack distribution at the Boys and Girls Club of Garden Grove 
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event.  She also provided an OC Vector Control update sharing that mosquito 
samples are testing positive for West Nile Virus and reminded residents to dump 
standing water. Lastly, she shared information on the concerning rise in flea-born 
Typhus cases in Garden Grove and requested that Typhus information be added to 
the City’s West Nile Virus webpage to bring awareness and information for residents.  
 
Council Member Nguyen requested follow-up regarding several City areas affected by 
growing encampments and transient activity which include the Orange County 
Transportation Authority hub, the Caltrans area at Trask Avenue and Newhope 
Street, and the pedestrian bridge over the 22 Freeway. Lastly, Council Member 
Nguyen asked that resident concerns related to speeding and red curb consideration 
at Roxey and Trask Avenue be revisited.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Brietigam announced that Public Works is diligently working 
throughout the City to address any post tropical storm debris.  
 
City Manager Kim thanked Public Works and Public Safety staff for being on-call for 
the Hurricane Hilary weather event. Additionally, she thanked Linda Morin, 
Emergency Operations Manager, for her dedicated and thorough updates throughout 
the weekend. Lastly, City Manager Kim announced that a welcome reception for 
incoming Economic Development Director Ursula Luna-Reynosa, is scheduled for 
September 12, 2023. 
 
Mayor Jones shared that the City lost two very special people.  Corporal Han Cho, a 
28 year veteran with the Garden Grove Police Department and Mr. Howard Whittaker, 
a 70 year resident of Garden Grove who was recently named 2023 Strawberry Ball 
King and Senior Volunteer Man of the Year. Our thoughts and prayers are with their 
families, friends and colleagues.   
 
RECESS 
 
At 8:28 p.m., Mayor Jones recessed the meeting. 
 
CONVENE CLOSED SESSION 
 
At 8:29 p.m., Mayor Jones convened closed session in the Founders Room with 
Council Members Brietigam, Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, and Nguyen present.  
 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR CLOSED SESSION 
 
Speakers:  None. 
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CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1):  Morris Brad Spell vs. City of 
Garden Grove, Workers Compensation Appeal Board Case Nos. ADJ11612646, 
ADJ12359892, and ADJ13384312 - Claim Nos. 17-128930, 18-135321, and 20-
149268 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1):  Allan Harry vs. City of 
Garden Grove, Workers Compensation Appeal Board Case Nos. ADJ11450019 and 
ADJ11997964; Claim Nos. 18-136194 and 18-135447 
 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1):  Brian Clasby vs. City of 
Garden Grove, Workers Compensation Appeal Board Case Nos. ADJ13886000 and 
ADJ13878382; Claim Nos. 20-151225 and 20-152088 
 
ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION 
 
At 8:56 p.m., Mayor Jones adjourned closed session. 
 
RECONVENE MEETING 
 
At 8:57 p.m., Mayor Jones convened the meeting in the Council Chamber with 
Council Members Brietigam, Tran, DoVinh, Klopfenstein, and Nguyen present. 
 
City Attorney Sandoval stated that there was no reportable action on the closed 
session matters.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 8:58 p.m., Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting in memory of Corporal Han Cho 
and Mr. Howard Whittaker.   The next Regular City Council Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. at the Community Meeting Center, 
11300 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, California. 
 
 
 
Lizabeth Vasquez 
Deputy City Clerk 


